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. The revival, in 1896, of the Olympic games,
after a cessation of exactly 1,500 years (the
edict forbidding them having1 been issued by
the Emperor Theodosius in 396), was an
event of historic interest and gave the modern
Greeks a coveted opportunity to compete with
other nations in the field of athletics. The
members of the royal family of Greece partic-
ipated in the festivities and engaged in the
competition for prizes, while the king in
person distributed the awards. The stadium
erected was an exact reproduction of that of
Herodius Atticns, and the arena was capable
of seating 70,000 spectators. Among the
performances was a long-distance foot-race
from Marathon to Athens, for which a special
amphora, or cup, was given, in memory of the
plucky runner of old, who died in bringing
to Athens the news of the rout of the Per-
sians.
The games at Athens aroused the spirit of
athletic competition throughout the world
and the Olympic games have become a per-
manent feature of international life. At four-
year intervals contestants from different
countries have gathered to compete for
honors in the various events. Games were
held at Paris in 1900, at St. Louis in 1904,
at London in 1908, at Stockholm in 1912. The
meet scheduled for Berlin in 1916 was omit-
ted because of the World War, but the games
were resumed with increased enthusiasm, at
Antwerp in 1920, at Paris in 1924, at Amster-
dam in 1928. The Tenth Olympics, held at
Los Angeles in 1932, surpassed all previous
events of this nature, in number of contest-
ants (over 2,000) and in record-breaking
performances. In track and field events the
United States led the field; Japan's swimmers
(men) excelled; Italy led in cycling, fencing
and gymnastics. Athletics from twenty-nine
nations shared in the awards.
OLYM'PUS, the name given by the ancients
to several mountains or mountain chains.
There was one in Mysia, one in Cyprus and
one, the most famous of all, bet reen Thessaly
and Macedon. This last, which reached a
height of over 9,700 feet above the sea level,
was the highest mountain in Greece and was
in early times regarded as the home of the
gods.
OMAHA, neb., the largest city of the
state and the county seat of Douglas County,
on the Missouri River, 492 miles west of
Chicago.
The city is one of the great railroad cen-
 ters, the hub of ten trunk lines: the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy, the Chicago Great
Western, the Chicago, Milwaukee, Saint Paul
& Pacific, the Chicago & North Western, the
Illinois Central, the Missouri Pacific, the Chi-
cago Rock Island & Pacific, and the Chicago,
Saint Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha rail-
roads. An electric line connects the city with
Council Bluffs; several motorbus lines are
in operation and a municipal airport and an
army landing field are adjacent. A dozen im-
portant highways serve Omaha, with a paved
road to the east coast. Omaha is the dis-
tributing point of such products as meats,
dairy commodities, grain and smelter prod-
ucts, ice machines, sugar, and railroad sup-
plies. Shipments of cattle, sheep and hogs
amount to 15,000,000 head in a year. The
daily capacity of the flour mills is 5,000
barrels.
The principal buildings and institutions
include GO public schools valued at over $20,-
000,000, Creigtton University, the Municipal
University of Omaha, the medical school of
the University of Nebraska, the Joslyn Me-
morial Art Institute, the Federal building,
190 churches with over 100,000 members,
nine hospitals, and the Medical Arts Build-
ing. Omaha is the see of both the Roman
Catholic and the Protestant Episcopal
churches.
Omaha's 45 parks cover 2,100 acres and
are connected by 65 miles of boulevards. The
Community Playhouse owns its building and
presents nine plays each year. The Omaha
Symphony Orchestra ranks among the ten
best in the country. Nearly 300 conventions
with 50,0'00 delegates meet annually in
Omaha. The Ak-Sar-Ben race track accom-
modates 20,000 spectators.
Lewis and Clark mention the Omaha pla-
teau as a camping ground in 1804, but the
first licensed Indian trading post was not
established until 1825.
The name of the city means "above all
others on the stream." The original town site
was platted in 1854 and the city was incor-
porated three years later. The present cor-
poration embraces two cities and six villages
of former times.
Telegraphic and railway connections were
established in 1861 and 1863 and meat pack-
ing began as early as the railroads could
handle the shipments,. For thirteen years
Omaha was the capital of the t e r r i t o r y
and of the state. Population, 1930, 214,006.

